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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 


INTRODUCCION 


‘ane Austen (1775-1817) es considerada una de las grandes 
exirta as de la novela inglesa de todos los tiempos. Jane, la 
séplimic. de ocho hermanos, fue educada en casa y desde una 
edad temprana se aficioné a la Iectura. Todas sus novelas fueron 
populares pero Orgullo y prejuicio, publicada en 1813, fue 
su gran éxito. Doscientos afios después de su publicaci6n, es 
incluso mds popular y se ha llevado a la pequefia y gran pantalla 
en todo el mundo. 


La novela, que presenta a Elizabeth Bennet, la herofna 
favorita de Jane Austen, describe las dificultades del cortejo y del 
matrimonio en el siglo XIX. A través de su lectura, seguiremos 
las vidas de hombres y mujeres jévenes en edad de casarse y 
veremos las consecuencias de mezclar el dinero y el amor. 


INTRODUCLIO 


Jane Austen (1775-1817) és considcrada una de les grans 
escriptores de la novel-ia anglesa u> tots els temps. Jane, la 
setena de vuit germans, va ser educuda a casa i des d’una edat 
primerenca es va aficionar a la Iectura. Totes les seves novel-les 
van ser populars pero Orgull i prejudici, publicada el 1813, va 
ser el seu gran exit. Dos-cents anys després de la seva publicacié, 
és fins 1 tot més popular i s’ha portat a la petita i gran pantalla 
arreu del mén. 


La novel-la, que presenta |l’Elizabeth Bennet, l’heroina 
favorita de Jane Austen, descriu les dificultats del festeig i del 
matrimoni al segle XIX. A través de la seva lectura, seguirem 
les vides d’homes i dones joves en edat de casar-se i veurem les 
consequéncies a |’hora de barrejar els diners 1 I’amor. 


INTRODUCTION 


SARRERA 


Jane Austen (1775-1817) nobela ingelesak inoiz izan duen 
idazlerik bikainenetakoa da. Zortzi anai-arrebatan zazpigarrena, 
etxean bertan jaso zuen heziketa eta oso gazterik piztu zitzaion 
irakurtzeko zaletasuna. Emakume honen liburu guztiak izan ziren 
ezagunak, baina denetan arrakastatsuena, 1813an argitaratutako 
Harrokeria eta Aurreiritzia izeneko eleberria izan zen. Berrehun 
urteren buruan are ospetsuago bihurtu da eta mundu osoan ikusi 
ahal izan dugu telebista nahiz zinemarako egokitua. 


Jane Austenek heroi gogokoena zuen Elivubeth Bennet 
aurkezten du eleberri honetan, eta gorteiatze eta ezkontza 
kontuetan XIX. mendean zeuden zailtasunak deskribatzen ditu. 
Liburuan zehar, ezkontzeko adinean dauden gizon eta emakume 
gazteen bizimoduak kontatzen dizkigu, eta dirua eta maitasuna 
nahasteak dakartzan ondorioak ikusarazten. 


LiMIAR 


Jane Austen (1775-1817) é considerada unha das grandes 
escritoras da novela inglesa de todos os tempos. Jane, a sétima 
de oito irmans, foi educada na casa e desde unha idade tempera 
afeccionouse 4 lectura. Todas as stias novelas foron populares 
pero Orgullo e prexuizo, publicada en 1813, foi o seu grande 
éxito. Douscentos anos despois da sua publicacion, € mesmo 
mdis popular e levouse 4 pequena e gran pantalla en todo o 
mundo. 


A novela, que presenta a Elizabeth Bennet, a heroina 
favorita de Jane Austen, describe as dificultades do cortexo e do 
casamento no século XIX. A través da sta lectura, seguiremos as 
vidas de homes e mulleres novos en idade de casaren e veremos 
as consecuencias de mesturar os cartos e 0 amor. 


THE CHARACTERS 


Charles Bingley 


Pride and Prejudice 


CHAPTER 1 __ARIcH New NEIGHBOUR. 


There was a lot of excitement in the Bennets’ house because 
Mrs Bennet had just heard some important news from the 
neighbours. “Mr Bennet, have you heard that Netherfield Park 
has finally been rented?” she asked her husband. Netherfield 
Park was a large estate very near the Bennets’ house. 

“T see that you want to tell me all about it,” Mr Bennet 
replied, without showing much interest. 

“Yes. A very rich young man called Charles Bingley has 
come to live there. And guess what? He’s NOT MARRIED! 
How wonderful for our girls!’ Mrs Bennet exclaimed. 

“Why is it wonderful for them?” Mr Bennet asked, 
innocently. 

“We have got five grown daughters, Mr Bennet,” said his 
wife, impatiently. “I want him to marry one of them. You must 
visit Mr Bingley as soon as possible. Then the girls and I can 
meet him officially.” 

“But I don’t want to visit him,” said her husband. “Our 
daughters, Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty and Lydia are poor and 
uneducated. Charles Bingley would not be interested in them! 
He must marry a rich, educated lady.” 

“Mr Bennet, how can you speak like that about your own 
children!” Mrs Bennet exclaimed. ““You’re laughing at me and 
that’s not good for my nerves.” 

Mr Bennet knew that the main objective of his wife's life 
was to see all their daughters married as soon as possible, and 
of course to rich men! Therefore, he went to visit Mr Bingley 
the next day, but didn’t tell his family about it immediately. 
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Mrs Bennet was upset and nervous because of her husband’s 
behaviour and went around complaining constantly and getting 
angry with everyone. Finally, Mr Bennet became tired of this 
behaviour and told his wife the truth. 

“I went to visit Charles Bingley at Netherfield Park as you 
wished,” he said. “Now you are free to invite him.” 

Mrs Bennet was happy and satisfied, at least for a short time, 
and the family could relax. But Mr Bennet wouldn’t give her 
any information about Mr Bingley even though she and the girls 
were very Curious. 

“Girls, you have got an excellent father,” Mrs Bennet said to 
her daughters. “You have to be very grateful to him for making 
such an effort for your happiness.” 

According to the social rules of the time, Mrs Bennet could 
now invite Mr Bingley to dinner to meet all the girls. But. 
before this could happen, one of the neighbours organised a 
big party and invited all the people in the neighbourhood. This 
was a wonderful opportunity to meet Charles Bingley. All the 
Bennet girls looked forward to the party and spent a lot of time 
preparing themselves for it. Finally, the great day arrived. 

Many guests, including Mrs Bennet and her daughters, 
were already at the party when Mr Bingley arrived. He was 
accompanied by his sister, Miss Caroline Bingley, a very elegant 
young lady, and also by his best friend, Mr Darcy. 

Charles Bingley made a very good impression on everyone 
immediately. 

“He’s so handsome!” the young girls whispered to one 
another, “and he’s pleasant and charming to everyone he meets. 
Yes, Mr Bingley is definitely a gentleman.” 

“And, more important than that, he’s very rich,” all the 
mothers thought to themselves. “The girl he chooses to be his 
wite will be very lucky. She’ll have a big house and lots of 
money to spend. I hope he notices my daughter.” 


_ARicH New NEIGHBOUR, 
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Charles Bingley made a very goud impression on everyone immediately. 
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Mr Darcy was more handsome than Mr Bingley and the 
rumours were that he was richer too. But he didn’t behave 
very nicely. He wasn’t friendly to anyone and constantly 
looked bored. He didn’t speak or dance with anyone, except 
Mr Bingley’s sister because he already knew her. He made no 
effort to be nice to people and he seemed very arrogant. 

From the beginning of the party, Charles Bingley paid a lot 
of attention to Jane, the oldest and prettiest of the Bennet girls. 
He danced with her many times and it was clear that they were 
attracted to each other. During the dancing, Elizabeth, the second 
Bennet daughter, was sitting near Charles and Mr Darcy and 
heard a conversation between them. 

“Darcy, why don’t you invite someone to dance?” 
Mr Bingley asked his friend. “‘There are so many pretty, pleasant 
girls here. There’s one sitting near us now and she’s the sister of 
the girl I like.” As he said this, Mr Bingley looked in Elizabeth’s 
direction. 

“You’re dancing with the only beautiful girl here,” said 
Darcy. He turned around and looked at Elizabeth. She pretended 
to be interested in the dancing at the other end of the room and 
Darcy didn’t notice that she was listening to their conversation. 
He turned back to his friend and said, “No, she’s not pretty 
enough for me. I wouldn't waste my time on her.” 

Elizabeth, who had a very strong character, didn’t take this 
insult seriously and after the party, she laughed when she told her 
family about it. But, in her heart, she decided that Mr Darcy was 
a rude, unpleasant man and she disliked him extremely. 

The party was a success for the Bennet girls. Jane had 
enjoyed the attention of Mr Bingley and Elizabeth was happy 
for her favourite sister. Kitty and Lydia had danced a lot with 
some handsome army officers and were very satisfied. Mary, the 
quietest of the girls, didn’t enjoy dancing, but people had said 
nice things about her ability to play the piano and sing and so she 
also came home happy. 
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Darcy didn't notice that Elizabeth was listening to their conversation. 


Mr Bennet was still awake when they arrived home and 
Mrs Bennet immediately told him about the party. “Everything 
was wonderful,” she told her husband, “except for Mr Darcy’s 
rude behaviour towards Elizabeth. He is a horrible, unpleasant 
man and I detest him. Elizabeth wouldn’t want him anyway. It’s 
a pity you weren't there to say some rude things to him too!” 
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CHAPTER 2 A Visir TO NETHERFIELD PARK 


The Bennets’ house was finally quiet after all the excitement 
of the big party. Jane and Elizabeth, who were good friends, 
talked about all that had happened. 

“Mr Bingley is perfect!” Jane exclaimed. “He’s intelligent, 
good-humoured, and handsome too. I was surprised that he paid 
so much attention to me.” 

“Well, I wasn’t surprised,” said Elizabeth, immediately. 
“You were the most beautiful girl there. Why shouldn’t he pay 
attention to you?” 

“And his sister is so nice and charming too,” continued Jane. 
“Pm sure we'll all be good friends.” 

Elizabeth didn’t think that Miss Bingley was nice or 
charming. She thought she was vain and arrogant. Elizabeth 
was much more critical of others and saw their characters 
more clearly than Jane. Sometimes she had to warn her sister 
about people. “Jane. you always think the best of people,” said 
Elizabeth. “I’ve never heard you say a bad word about anyone. I 
think you should be careful with Mr Bingley’s sister.” 

Then, a few days later, a servant brought a note for Jane trom 
Netherfield Park. It was from Caroline Bingley. 


My dear Jane, 

Please came ta have dinner with me today. 
My brother and his friend, Darcy, won't be here 
and I want your company. 

Your friend, 
Caraline Bingley 


“Mother, may I have the carriage today?” asked Jane. “Miss 
Bingley has invited me to go to Netherfield Park for dinner. She 
sent me a note this morning. Look!” 
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__ A Visit TO NETHERFIELD PARK 


Mrs Bennet took the note and read it anxiously. “What? 
Charles Bingley won’t be there!” she exclaimed. “I don’t like 
that. Bingley has to see you a lot. It’s important for your 
future.” 

“But what about the carriage?” asked Jane, impatiently. 

“No, Jane,” answered her mother. “I’m sure your father 
needs the carriage today. Anyway, I have got a very good idea. 
I can see it’s going to rain this evening. You’ll go on horseback 
and, because of the rain, you'll have to stay at Netherfield Park 
for the night. That way, you'll see Charles Bingley, and you'll 
have an opportunity to impress him.” 

Jane and Elizabeth knew that they could not argue with their 
mother once she had decided something and therefore, Jane left 
on horseback. As her mother had predicted, it started to rain very 
hard and she couldn’t return that evening. 

‘That was such a good idea of mine,” Mrs Bennet repeated 
many times to the other sisters. “My daughters are lucky they 
have got such an intelligent mother!” 

The next day, a note arrived from Jane. 


My dear family, 
I} am ill and | have got a fever! Maybe it’s because 
I got so wet in the rain yesterday. | can’t come home yet. 
The Bingleys have called the doctor. But please 
don’t worry. 


Vours, 
Jane 


Mrs Bennet wasn’t worried at all. She was happy that Jane 
was staying longer at Charles Bingley’s home. But Elizabeth 
was worried about her sister and, because the carriage wasn’t 
available, she decided to walk to Netherfield Park, which wasn’t 
easy after al] the rain. When she arrived, she found that Jane was 
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really very ill and couldn’t leave her bed. Elizabeth stayed with 
her all day. 

“Jane, Pll have to go now, it’ be dark soon,” Elizabeth said 
as evening was approaching. 

“Oh, please don’t go. Stay here with me.” Jane cried. “I feel 
better with you here.” 


“Oh, please don’t go. Stay here with me,” Jane cried. 


Caroline Bingley was in the room and heard this. She 
immediately invited Elizabeth to stay as long as she wanted 
to. Elizabeth had the impression that Caroline didn’t like her 
or want her there, but she agreed to stay for Jane. She sent a 
message to her family to explain her decision. 

That evening, Elizabeth had dinner with Caroline, Charles, 
and Darcy, while Jane was in bed in her room. Elizabeth was 
impressed by Charles’ sincere worry about her sister’s health 
and was certain that he had deep feelings for Jane. She also saw 
clearly that Caroline sat close to Darcy and wanted his attention 
all the time. 

Elizabeth finished her dinner and quickly returned to Jane. 


14 


A VisiT TO NETHERFIELD PARK, 


As soon as she left the room, Caroline began to criticise her. 

“Did you see Elizabeth’s red face after her long walk?” 
Caroline asked Darcy and Charles. “Her skirt was full of mud. 
She didn’t look like a lady at all!” 

“IT think she showed great devotion to her sister,” said 
Charles. “It was probably very difficult to walk all that way 
through the mud and that shows she has a good character.” 

“T agree,” said Darcy. “And I thought the walk made her look 
prettier.” He was beginning to see Elizabeth in a different way 
than he had at the party. 

Caroline was not pleased by these reactions. “Well, Jane and 
Elizabeth Bennet are quite sweet and pleasant,” she said, “but 
we all saw their mother at the party and she is a horrible woman. 
And two of the younger sisters were flirting with army officers. 
The family hasn’t got much money or any rich relatives, so the 
girls won't find rich, important men to marry.” 

Charles and Darcy said nothing after these observations. 

Jane’s health improved very slowly and she and Elizabeth 
stayed in Netherfield Park for another few days. Elizabeth was 
surprised that Darcy looked at her a lot and paid attention to 
everything she said, but she made no effort to be nice to him. 

“T am starting to like Elizabeth,’ Darcy thought to himself. 
“T have never felt like this about another woman. But her family 
hasn’t got connections or money, so of course [ can never think 
of a future with her.” 

Finally, Jane was well and the sisters were taken home in 
Bingley’s carriage. On the way, Elizabeth thought of the things 
she had learned during their stay in Netherfield Park. She was 
certain that Charles was falling in love with Jane, and that made 
her happy. She was also certain that Caroline wanted Darcy for 
herself. Elizabeth hadn’t changed her opinion of Darcy except 
when he spoke about his younger sister, Georgiana. He was her 
guardian and it was clear that he cared for her very much. In 
those moments, Elizabeth saw that he had some good in him and 
wasn’t always arrogant and cold. 
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CHAPTER3 sa. A MARRIAGE PROPOSAL 


Jane and Elizabeth were happy to be home again with their 
family. The day after they arrived home, Mr Bennet said to his 
wife. “I hope you’ve prepared a delicious dinner for tonight. A 
guest is coming this evening.” 

“Oh, is it Mr Bingley?” Mrs Bennet exclaimed. “Is he 
missing Jane?” 

“No, w’s not Mr Bingicy,” said Mr Bennet. “it’s someone 
we've never met before. Its my cousin, Mr Collins. He'll 
inherit this house and all my property when I die.” 

“Tt’s ridiculous that your cousin can take everything we’ve 
got because he’s your closest male relative and we’ve got only 
daughters,” Mrs Bennet said, angrily. “I don’t want him to come 
here. I detest him already.” 

“We can't tell him not to come,” Mr Bennet explained. “‘T 
received his letter yesterday and he’s already on his way. By 
the way, he’s now a pastor on the estate of Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh. She’s a very rich woman and she’s the aunt of Mr 
Darcy.” 

Mr Collins arrived that afternoon and the family received 
him politely. He wasn’t a handsome man, and he was serious 
and arrogant. He admired everything he saw in the house, but his 
many compliments irritated the sisters. 

At the dinner table, Mr Collins looked around him and said, 
“You've got five beautiful daughters, Mr and Mrs Bennet. They 
will certainly all be married soon.” 

“Well, I hope so.” said Mrs Bennet. She was always happy to 
talk about her favourite subject. “But you know they’!] be poor 
because you will receive all our property when Mr Bennet dies. 
You’re not responsible for this, of course. But it means my girls 
will have to find rich husbands to support them.” 

“Don’t worry, Mrs Bennet. ve come here with good 
intentions towards your family,” Mr Collins declared. He then 
told them that he owned a very nice house and that he earned a 
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good salary. He considered himself a successful man. He talked 
for a long time about Lady Catherine and her young daughter. 
who would inherit al! her money and property. 

The girls were bored by his stories and they were happy 
when dinner was finally over. 


The girls were bored by Mr Collins’ stories. 


The next morning, Mr Collins asked to speak to Mrs Bennet 
alone. “Mrs Bennet,” he said, “J said I came here with good 
intentions, and it’s true. The time has come for me to marry and 
Lady Catherine agrees with this. I want to do something positive 
for your family and I’ve decided that 1 want to marry Jane.” 

“Mr Collins, it’s a wonderful idea to marry one of my 
daughters,” said Mrs Bennet, happily, “but it can’t be Jane. She’s 
going to be engaged soon.” 

Mrs Bennet believed that Jane and Mr Bingley were almost 
married. 

“That’s unfortunate,” said Mr Collins. “Then what about 
Elizabeth? Is she free?” 
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“Yes, she is!” exclaimed Mrs Bennet, quickly. In her 
imagination, she now had two marricd daughters. Each would 
live in her own house and would not cause any more worry or 
expense for her parents. 

Mr Collins immediately asked to speak to Elizabeth privately. 
He wanted to make sure that he’d soon have a wife. 

“My dear Elizabeth.” Mr Collins said when they were alone 
in the room. “I’ve decided to marry you. I’m offering you a good 
lite as the wife of a pastor. Lady Catherine will like you, I’m 
sure. You’re sensible and intelligent. You'll enjoy visiting her 
beautiful house. She invites me there often. | don’t expect any 
money from your parents because I know that they haven’t got 
anything to give you.” 

Elizabeth was shocked. She hadn’t expected such a declaration 
from Mr Collins. “Thank you for this great compliment,” she 
said politely, “but I can’t marry you.” 

Mr Collins didn’t believe her. “I know that it’s normal for a 
young lady to say ‘no’ in the beginning even when she means 
‘yes’,” he answered. “I’m not depressed. Please think about it 
and I'l] ask you again tomorrow.” 

“Believe me, I’m serious about my answer,” Elizabeth said. 
“Please don’t ask me again.” Then she left the room. 

Mrs Bennet had been waiting outside the room. She now 
entered and began to congratulate Mr Collins. He thanked her 
because he was certain that Elizabeth would agree to marry him. 
With a smile, he told Mrs Bennet exactly what Elizabeth had 
said. 

Mrs Bennet wasn’t happy to hear this. “Elizabeth doesn’t say 
things she doesn’t mean,” Mrs Bennet said to herself. “I’1I go to 
her father immediatcly. Together, we'll force her to marry Mr 
Collins. She may never receive another offer of marriage. She 
Must agree, he’s very rich.” 

Mrs Bennet found her husband and told him what had 
happened. He called Elizabeth into the room. “Elizabeth, 
I understand that you have refused to marry Mr Collins,” 
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Mr Bennet said in a serious voice. 

“If you don’t marry him, I'll never speak to you again,” 
Mrs Bennet said angrily. 

“And if you do marry him, /’// never speak to you again!” 
Mr Bennet said with a smile. Elizabeth was his favourite daughter 
and he understood very well why she didn’t want to marry his 
boring, arrogant cousin. Elizabeth was happy with her father’s 
decision and she left the room with a smile on her face. 

Mrs Bennet was very disappointed. Without her husband's 
help, she couldn’t force Elizabeth to marry his cousin. She and 
Mr Collins had to accept Elizabeth’s decision. Mr Collins would 
have to find someone else to marry. 


CHAPTER4  ————™s—Cisss MIR WICKHAM. 


It didn’t take Mr Collins a long time to find someone else 
to marry after Elizabeth refused him. Elizabeth's good friend, 
Charlotte, lived near the Bennets and the two families met 
very often. The day after Elizabeth refused Mr Collins, the two 
families had dinner together. Elizabeth noticed that Mr Collins 
paid a lot of attention to Charlotte but she was sure her friend 
would find him stupid and boring. But she was wrong about this. 

The day after the dinner, Mr Collins went to Charlotte’s 
home and proposed marriage to her. Charlotte accepted him 
immediately. Then she came to tell Elizabeth about her decision. 
“Oh, Charlotte!” Elizabeth exclaimed. “How can you marry 
Mr Collins! I know you don’t love him.” 

“Rlizabeth, I’m not a romantic person like you,” Charlotte 
explained. “I want a comfortable home and independence from 
my parents. I’m already twenty-seven! Perhaps this is my last 
opportunity to get a husband and be secure for the rest of my 
lite.” 

Elizabeth was sad to hear this. She believed her friend 
would never be happy after her marriage. Elizabeth knew that 
she would only marry someone she really loved. She would not 
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marry for convenience, or for money, like Charlotte and many 
other women she knew. 


The Bennets lived near a town called Meryton. At this time, 
a group of army officers was stationed there. The two youngest 
Bennet girls, Lydia and Kitty, spent much of their time visiting 
this town. They knew many of the officers, who gave them a lot 
of attention. Lydia and Kitty loved male attention! 

One day, Lydia and Kitty persuaded Jane and Elizabeth to 
go with them on their walk to Meryton. Mary preferred to stay at 
home with her books and piano. As the four girls walked down 
the main street, they met an officer they knew and he introduced 
them to Mr Wickham, another officer who had just arrived. 
Mr Wickham was handsome and pleasant and he impressed all 
the girls. 
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Mr Wickham was handsome and pleasant and he impressed all the girls. 
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While they were all standing together and talking, Mr 
Bingley and Mr Darcy rode by on their horses. They stopped to 
talk to the girls. Mr Bingley was very happy to see Jane. “I was 
just on my way to your home to see how you were feeling,” he 
told her. 

Mr Darcy looked at Mr Wickham and his face suddenly 
changed completely. ““That’s strange,” Elizabeth thought, “they 
both look shocked. Why?” 

But she couldn’t ask Mr Darcy about it because he quickly 
rode away without saying anything, and Mr Bingley followed 
him. Elizabeth told Jane what she had seen, but neither could 
think of an explanation for this strange reaction. 

The next evening, the girls and Mr Collins were invited to a 
neighbour’s house. Mr Wickham was there too and he sat next 
to Elizabeth. “I hope he explains why he and Darcy had such a 
strange reaction to each other,” Elizabeth thought. She didn’t 
have to wait long. A few minutes later, Mr Wickham turned to 
Elizabeth. ““Why is Mr Darcy in this area?” he asked. 

“He’s staying with his friend, Mr Bingley,” Elizabeth 
answercd. “I understand that he has got a large house and a lot 
of property in another part of the country.” 

‘“That’s true,” said Wickham, “he’s very rich. I’ve been 
connected to his family since I was born.” 

Elizabeth was surprised by this and asked to hear more. 

“Do you know Darcy well?” Wickham asked her. 

“I know him quite well and I think he’s unpleasant in every 
way,” Elizabeth answered firmly. “All our neighbours think he 
is arrogant and vain, and no one likes him.” 

“I’m happy that you feel this way,” said Wickham, “because 
now I can tell you my story. Mr Darcy’s father was my father’s 
employer. He was always very good to me. He loved me just 
like his own son. Before he died, he told me he would leave 
me money and property so [ would never have to worry. But, 
when he died, Darcy went against his father’s promise because 
he detests me and was jealous of me, and he didn’t give me 
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anything. That’s why I had to join this regiment and become a 
soldier.” 

Elizabeth was shocked. “Mr Darcy is a horrible man!” she 
said angrily. “He’s much worse than [ thought. You must tell 
everybody what he did to you.” 

“No,” Wickham said quietly, “I can’t do that because I’ve got 
good memories of his father.” 

At that moment, Mr Collins, who was sitting near Elizabeth 
and Wickham, mentioned the name of Lady Catherine de 
Bourgh. Mr Wickham heard him and turned to Elizabeth again. 

“You know, of course, that Lady Catherine is Darcy’s aunt. 
Her daughter is expected to marry Mr Darcy,” he explained. 
“She’s also very rich, and when they marry, all the money and 
property will remain in the family.” 

Elizabeth smiled when she heard this. “Poor Caroline Bingley,” 
she thought with a little malice. “She pays a lot of attention to 
Mr Darcy and tries to make him like her. But that won’t help her. 
He’ ll certainly marry his rich cousin and not Caroline.” 

The next day. Elizabeth told Jane everything she had learned 
from Mr Wickham. Jane was very surprised. “There must be 
some explanation for Darcy’s behaviour,” she said. “I can’t 
believe that Mr Bingley has got such a bad friend.” 

“Jane, you always want to believe that everyone is good,” 
Elizabeth said, “but it’s clear that Mr Wickham is telling the 
truth. He’s very attractive and has made a good impression on 
me. I never want to see Mr Darcy again. But, for now, let’s not 
share this information with anyone else.” 


CHAPTERS _ia‘(‘a‘a)##NN.C............. SAD NEWS FOR JANE 


Time passed quietly in the Bennets’ house. Then, one 
morning, Jane received an unexpected letter from Caroline 
Bingley. She opened it and her face went pale. She and Elizabeth 
went upstairs to their room together. Jane gave Elizabeth the 
letter and she read the shocking news. 
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My dear Jane, 

Charles and I have decided to leave Netherfield Park 
and return to London with Mr Darcy. When you receive this 
letter, we will already be gone, Charles has got some business 
in, London and we will remain there with him. We will not 
return for at least six months, or maybe not at all. 


We have got another reason for leaving: Mr Darcy 
misses his sister, Georgiana. He ts her guardian because their 
parents are dead. She is beautiful, elegant and talented in 
many ways. Charles has admired her for a long time. Now, he 
will get a chance to see her frequently and I hope that they'll 
marry one day, and she'll be a sister to me. 


Iwill miss you, my dear Jane. We became gaod friends 
during my time in Netherfield Park. I wish you luck, You 
have got many friends, so I'm sure you won't miss us! 


Your friend, 
Caroline Bingley 


Jane sat on her bed and cried. “I love Charles and | thought 
he Joved me,” she said through her tears. “But Caroline makes 
it clear that Charles never loved me and doesn’t want mc to be 
his wife.” 

“I don't believe that. | saw how Charles looked at you and 
behaved with you. I believe, without a doubt, that he loves 
you,” Elizabeth said, angrily. “But Caroline docsn’t want him 
to marry you. You're not rich enough, in her opinion. Also, if 
her brother marries Darcy’s sister, Caroline thinks she'll have a 
better chance to marry Darcy. That’s what she wants. But, you’ lI 
see, Charles wil] return to you. Caroline won't be able to change 
his mind about his love tor you.” 
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After Elizabeth spoke to her, Jane became less sad. She 
hoped that Elizabeth was right. The two sisters decided not to tell 
Mrs Bennet the entire truth. They only told her that Caroline and 
Darcy wouldn’t return. But they let her think that Charles would 
soon be in Netherfield Park again. Mrs Bennet immediately 
began planning a dinner party for him, and she was busy with 
that for a while. 

A week passed and Jane didn’t hear anything from Charles. 
Then, another letter arrived from Caroline. In the letter she 
wrote that they were all enjoying themselves in London. Now 
it was clear to both Jane and Elizabeth that Charles Bingley 
was not coming back. “I’m very sad about Charles,” Jane said 
to Elizabeth, “but Pll be strong and I'll try to forget him. He’s 
a wonderful man and I don’t feel angry with him. I also don’t 
believe that Caroline can influence him against me.” 

“Jane, you're such a good person,” Elizabeth said to her, 
“and you always think everyone else is good too. I admire that, 
but I don’t always agree with you.” 

During this time, the Bennet family often saw Mr Wickham. 
Elizabeth enjoyed his company and liked to talk to him. By now, 
he had told the story of his relationship with Darcy to many 
people. “We didn’t like Darcy,” the neighbours said, “but now 
we detest him.” 

Soon, the Bennets received a visit from Mr and Mrs Gardiner, 
an aunt and uncle who lived in London. They heard that Jane was 
unhappy and they invited her to come and stay with them. “The 
best thing for a broken heart is a change of scene,” Mrs Gardiner 
said to Jane. “I know that Charles Bingley ts in London too. But 
we live in a different part of the city and our friends are not the 
same. You won’t have to see him.” 

Before Mr and Mrs Gardiner left with Jane, Mrs Gardiner 
asked to speak to Elizabeth alone. “Elizabeth, I see that you 
spend a lot of time with Mr Wickham,” she said. “I hope you 
won’t have any illusions. I know his story. He’s looking for a 
rich wife because he hasn’t got any money of his own.” 
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“Don't worry, my dear aunt,” Elizabeth said with a smile, “T 
think Wickham is very nice. But ('m not in love with him and I 
don’t think he’s in love with me. { don’t want to marry him!” 

Jane left for London with her aunt and uncle. After some 
time, Elizabeth received this letter from her. 


Dear Elizabeth, 


I wrote to Caroline when | arrived in London. | 
still thought that she was my friend. After two weeks, 
she finally came to see me, alone, without Charles. 
She was very cold and stayed only a few minutes. She 
said that Charles was very busy. He knows that I'm in 
London but he chooses not to see me. She mentioned 
that he might never return to Netherfield Park. | now 
understand that you were right about her. She’s not a 
good person. 


| will now try to forget Charles and Caroline and 
only think about the good things in my life. 


Your loving sister, 
jane 


Elizabeth was sad to read this letter. “Now Jane knows the 
truth and she won’t have any more illusions about Charles,” she 
thought. “She can continue with her life. I hope Charles will 
marry Miss Darcy. Wickham says she’s not a pleasant or good 
person. I want Charles to suffer and be sorry that he left Jane.” 

Then another letter arrived from Mrs Gardiner, who was still 
worried that Elizabeth was involved with Wickham. Elizabeth 
answered the letter immediately. 
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Dear Aunt, 


‘Please don’t worry about me. Ur Wickham is 
how paying attention to a rich young lady and not to me. 
J'm not suffering at all and this proves that O was never 
in Cove with him. O’m making plans to visit my friend, 
Charlotte, who is now mantiod to Mr Collins, 


Yours, 
Eigabeth 


CHAPTER6 A SurRpRISING PRoposa. 


Charlotte was living with her new husband. Mr Collins, on 
Lady Catherine de Bourgh’s estate. 

“I don’t want to see Mr Collins,” Elizabeth thought to 
herself. “But Charlotte has been my good friend for many years 
and she wants me to come. Things are not very interesting at 
home now. Mr Wickham is busy with his new lady friend and I 
don’t see him any more. Jane is in London and at least I can visit 
her on my way to Charlotte’s house.” 

Elizabeth travelled to London in a carriage. She left early in 
the morning and at noon she was already at the Gardiners’ home. 
She and Jane were delighted to see each other, but Elizabeth saw 
that her sister wasn’t happy. It was clear that she still thought 
about Charles Bingley, and this made Elizabeth sad. 

The next day, Elizabeth continued her trip and finally arrived 
at Charlotte’s house. Charlotte was happy to see her old friend. 
Mr Collins hadn’t changed since his marriage, and Elizabeth was 
sad that her friend had married such an unpleasant, borin g man. 
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Elizabeth finally arrived at Charlotte’s house. 


On the morning of the second day, Lady Catherine’s 
daughter, Miss de Bourgh, came to visit. She invited Mr and Mrs 
Collins and Elizabeth to come to dinner at her mother’s home. 
Mr Collins was delighted and couldn’t stop talking about the 
invitation. Elizabeth had other thoughts. “Miss de Bourgh is thin, 
sickly and arrogant,” she said to herself. “I hope Darcy marries 
her and that he’ll be unhappy with her!” 

The next evening, Elizabeth accompanied Mr Collins and 
Charlotte to Lady Catherine’s impressive house. Lady Catherine, 
a tall, formidable woman, never stopped talking from the 
moment they arrived. She spoke with authority about every 
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subject and tried to make everyone feel inferior. She asked 
Elizabeth many insulting questions about herself and her family, 
which the young lady answered with courage and spirit, but she 
was happy when the evening was over. 
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Lady Catherine asked Elizabeth many insulting questions 
about herself and her family. 


Then, Elizabeth heard that Mr Darcy was visiting his aunt. 
She didn’t want to see him and was sure that he felt the same 
way. But, one morning, Darcy arrived at the Collins’ home 
with his cousin, Colonel Fitzwilliam. Elizabeth hadn’t met the 
Colonel before but found him very pleasant. Darcy however, 
was distant and reserved, as always. He asked Elizabeth about 
her family. 

“My sister Jane has been in London for three months now,” 
Elizabeth said. “Have you seen her?” 

Darcy looked a little confused and said, “No, I haven’t seen 
your sister.” Elizabeth didn’t ask him any more questions. 
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Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam began to visit the Collins’ 
home every day. 

“] think that Mr Darcey admires you, Elizabeth,” Charlotte 
said one day. 

“No, that’s not possible,” Elizabeth said firmly. “He has 
nothing to say to me when he sees me. I think he only comes to 
visit because he’s bored with his aunt and her daughter.” But it 
was certainly true that Darcy was visiting them very frequently. 

Colonel Fitzwilliam spoke to Elizabeth each time he saw her 
and seemed to enjoy her company. Onc day they were walking 
together in the nearby park. “I want to tell you, Elizabeth, that 
Pm the younger son in the family and, therefore, I haven’t got 
a lot of money,” Fitzwilliam said. “Pll have to marry someconc 
rich. I’m not like my cousin, Darcy, who can do anything he 
wants.” 

‘“He’s warning me to have no expectations of marrying him,” 
Elizabeth said to herself. “but fortunately, I’m not in love with 
him, just as I wasn’t with Wickham.” They continued walking 
and talking. Then, Elizabeth mentioned Charles and Caroline 
Bingley. 

“Oh yes, I know them,” Fitzwilliam said, “Charles is Darcy’s 
closest friend and Darcy did something important for him. He 
saved him from marrying a woman who was not suitable.” 

“He’s speaking about Jane,” Elizabeth thought. She was 
shocked. “I thought it was Caroline who influenced her brother 
to leave Jane. Now I understand that it was Darcey who did that 
terrible thing.” 

“But why was the young lady not suitable?” Elizabeth asked, 
innocently. 

“I don’t know the details,” replied the Colonel. “I only know 
there were strong objections against her.” 

Elizabeth was so angry that she left Fitzwilliam immediately. 
That evening she didn’t go to Lady Catherine’s for dinncr. She 
didn’t want to see Darcy, who was still alt his aunt’s. “How 
could there be objections to Jane?” she thought as she sat in the 
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Collins’ home. “She’s beautiful, intelligent, and the best person 
I know.” 

Suddenly, the doorbell rang and, a minute later Mr Darcy 
came into the room. He was very agitated. He stood in front of 
Elizabeth, and said with emotion, “I have struggled against my 
feelings for you but I can’t fight them any more. I don’t care that 
you haven't got any moncy or connections. J love you and have 
done so for a long time. I want to marry you.” 

Elizabeth was astonished. “I suppose that I should thank you 
for this compliment,” she said in a cold voice. “But I certainly 
will not marry you. Mr Darcy. I don’t love you and I’ve got 
a very bad opinion of you. First of all, I detest the way you 
treated Mr Wickham. But even worsc than that, I now know that 
you ruined my sister Jane’s chance for happiness with Charles 
Bingley, and J can never forgive you for that!” 


“IT don’t love you and I've got a very bad opinion of you,” Elizabeth said. 
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CHAPTER 7 __.. A LETTER FROM Darcy 


Elizabeth and Darcy stood in the room and looked at each 
other after she had said her angry words to him. They were both 
pale and trembling with emotion. 

“From the moment J met you, I thought you were arrogant 
and vain,” Elizabeth said, angrily. “I saw that you didn’t care 
about the feelings of other people. You are the /ast man in the 
world that I would marry!” 

“IT see you have got a very bad opinion of me,” Darcy said. 
“I’m sorry that [| told you about my love for you. I won’t bother 
you any more. | hope you have good health and happiness in the 
future.” With these words, Darcy left the room. 

Elizabeth was very agitated and cried for a long time after 
he left. “I can’t believe that Darcy told Charles not to marry 
Jane because she wasn’t ‘suitable’ for him,” Elizabeth thought. 
“There is no difference between Jane and J. We aren’t rich and 
we haven’t got any important connections. Our family doesn’t 
always act well in society. Yet, he wants to marry me. Why am 
I ‘suitable’ for him?” 

Elizabeth soon heard Charlotte and Mr Collins arriving 
home, and she quickly went to her room. She didn’t want to talk 
to anyone that night. 

The next morning, Elizabcth woke up feeling very confused. 
She decided to go for a walk after breakfast to clear her head. 
She had just left the house when she heard someone call her 
name. Darcy was standing near the house. 

“| waited for you to come out of the house,” he said. “I’ve 
written you a letter. Please read it.” Elizabeth took the letter 
and Darcy left without saying anything else. She opened the 
envelope and saw that the letter was very long. The date at the 
top showed that Darcy had written it that morning. Elizabeth 
began to read the letter. 
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Dear Elizabeth, 

| won't repeat the things | said to you yesterday. | will 
never propose marrLage to YoK agatn. | now understand 
you aetest me, and | want to forget what happened. But you 
accused me of two things and | think You should Rnow the 
truth about them. 

First, you sald | convinced Charles to leave Jane. that’s 
true, but | want to explain why. Like everyone, | saw that 
Charles preferred _jane to any other girl. | observed him 
carefully awd | saw he was iw love with her. | heard rumours 
that your family was expecting a marriage between them. 

then, | began to observe jane. She was always pleasant 
to Charles, but | didw’t see that he touched her heart. | was 
certain that she didw’t Love him the way he loved her. when 
Charles left for Lowdon, his sister Caroline and | discussed 
it. She agreed there were many reasons why the marriage 
would wot be a good idea. One reason was the poor financial 
situation of your family. Awother reason was the behaviour 
of your parents and of your younger sisters, although there 
was never anything wrong with your behaviour or Jane's. 

But what really convinced me against the marriage 
was the Lndifference | saw in Jane's behaviour to Charles. | 
av Charles’ closest friend and | only want his happiness. 
Caroline and t told him we didn’t believe jane Loved him. He 
is a modest man and was convinced by what we sald. We 
didw’t tell him jane was tn Loudon, and that’s why he never 
came to see her. 

t understand from what you satd Last wight, | was 
wrong about jane’s feelings for Charles. I'm sorry | hurt her 
and also you. But | really believed something different. this 
is my answer to your first accusation. 
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Now, | want to reply to your second accusation. You. said 
[had treated Wickham badly. t dow’t Ruow what he told you, 
but | will wow tell you the truth about this man. 

Mr Wickham's father managed my father's estate for 
many Years. He was a good man and my father loved him 
and his sow. My father paid for the boy's education. tt was 
decided that Wickham would become a pastor and my father 
would Look for a good place for him to live and work. We 
were about the same age and | knew Wickhaw’s behaviour 
| was wot good or moral. But | didn’t want to tell my father 
| this because he would be disappotmted, and so he contLnued 

to have a good opinion of Wickham, even though it was not 
justified. 

My father died five years ago. Iw his will, he wrote that 
(should help Wickham in his church career and give him 
money every month. After my father’s death, Wickham 
informed me he didw’t want to be a pastor. He asked me to 
give him all the money my father had Left him tmmedtately 

and wot every mouth. | did this, awd then heard he was 

i spending the money very fast. We didw’t see each other any 

i more during this time. 

| After three years, he wrote to say that he had spent all 

| my father’s money. Now he wanted me to Look for a position 

for him on my estate, the same position which he had refused 
before. | didn’t agree because | Ruew he had a bad character. 

| ” After that, he did something terre. . . 

You Rnow I’ve been the guardian of mY sister, Georgiana, 

| since our parents died. She is ten years younger than me 

| and a very sensitive, innocent girl. 

A year ago, | sent her to London to Live with aw older 
woman who would take care of all her needs and education. 


Syne nemactertementiaterte tine ne eb AAAS teeralepeprpurtant are Nhe a nettestcarcaparysspetianirserlrfundentesoeende tt emiten 
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Suddenly, Wickham appeared at the house and 
persuaded Georgiana that he loved her and wanted to 
marry her. My sister was only 15 years old and she 
believed Wickhaw’s promises. Luckily, | arrived before the 
planned marriage. Georgiana told me the entire story and 
| Lmmediately ordered Wickham to Leave and never see her 
again. | Rnew why Wickham wanted to marry Georgiana 
awd it was certainly wot because he Loved her! She owns a 
large fortune and he wanted it. He also wanted to revenge 
himself on me. He Ruows | love my sister and he wanted 
to hurt both of us. Last wight, | was too hurt and upset to 
explain this to you. But | want you to mow the truth. 


Goodbye, and God bless you. 
Darcey 


Elizabeth read the letter again and again. “It can’t be true!” 
she thought to herself at first. Then she remembered many things 
that Wickham had said which made Darcy seem like a bad 
person. She also remembered that Wickham had lost interest in 
her when he found another woman who was very rich. 
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Elizabeth read the letter again and again. 
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AT Darcy’s House 


Elizabeth thought about what Darcy had said about Jane. She 
realised that Jane could seem indifferent because she didn’t show 
her emotions easily. Only Elizabeth knew about her sister’s deep 
feelings for Charles. Elizabeth didn’t blame Darcy any more for 
what he had done. She saw that he had good qualities, but she 
had no romantic feelings for him and was satisfied that she had 
refused his proposal. 

Later that day, Elizabeth heard that Darcy and his cousin had 
left the area, and she wasn’t sorry. 


CHAPTERS _ Art Darcy’s House. 


Elizabeth stayed with Charlotte and Mr Collins for another 
week, but she wasn’t in good spirits. Her thoughts returned 
again and again to Darcy’s letter. Finally, it was time to leave and 
Elizabeth travelled by carriage to London. There, she met Jane, 
who was still at the house of Mr and Mrs Gardiner. Together, the 
two sisters returned to their own home. Elizabeth had so much to 
tell her sister but she couldn’t discuss anything on the way home 
because there were other people in the carriage. 

For the first time in months, the entire Bennet family was 
together for dinner and it was a noisy meal. Elizabeth waited 
until she and Jane were alone in their room to talk to her sister. 
She had decided not to tell Jane anything about the reasons 
for Charles Bingley’s behaviour. The truth would not change 
anything. It would only hurt her feelings more because it was 
clear that Jane still loved Bingley. 

Instead, Elizabeth told Jane about Darcy’s proposal and 
about her own reaction to it. 

“T’m sorry for Mr Darcy,” Jane said after she had heard the 
story. “He must be very disappointed that you don’t want to 
marry him.” 

“Yes, I’m sorry for him too,” Elizabeth agreed, “but I 
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can’t marry someone that I don’t love. Now, I’ve got another 
Surprising thing to tell you. We were very wrong to believe all 
the things Mr Wickham told us.” 

She then explained to Jane what had really happened between 
Wickham and Darcy. Jane was shocked by the story. “Wickham 
acted very badly,” she said sadly. “We thought that he was such 
a good, honest man, and that Darcy wasn’t good. But now we 
know it’s really the opposite.” 

“Yes, Jane,” Elizabeth said quietly. “I had only prejudice 
against Mr Darcy. I never had a good thought about him. But 
now, we have to decide something important. Should we tell our 
family and friends the truth about Wickham?” 

“No. I don’t think it’s necessary,” Jane said. “Wickham’s 
regiment is soon moving from Meryton to Brighton. That’s far 
away. No one in the neighbourhood will see him any more. 
So, there’s really no reason to tell people the truth about him. 
Perhaps he will change one day and become a better person.” 

The next week was very busy at the Bennets’ house. Lydia 
was depressed that the army officers were moving away. She 
loved to flirt with them. Mrs Bennet wanted to keep Lydia happy 
and she tried to convince Mr Bennet to take the family for a 
holiday to Brighton. He didn’t agree to this and they continued 
to complain and make the atmosphere unpleasant. 

Then, one day, Lydia came home with a happy face. “Mrs 
Foster, the wife of one of the officers, has invited me to go to 
Brighton with her. She’s my friend. It’s going to be wonderful! 
Can I go?” 

Elizabeth was worried about this invitation, and she went 

‘to speak to her father about it. “Lydia is only 16,” she said. 
“She isn’t very intelligent and she often acts stupidly, without 
thinking. She flirts with all the officers and any man who looks 
at her. I’m afraid she’ll get into trouble and something bad will 
happen. Pleasé don’t allow her to go to Brighton!” 

“You and Jane are very serious and respectable,” Mr Bennet 
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said. “Your younger sisters are not like you, but for some reason 
your mother supports their behaviour. If I don’t allow Lydia to 
go, she and your mother will not give me any peace. I want peace 
and quiet in the house, so I’m allowing her to go.” 

Elizabeth was not happy with this response but she couldn't 
change her father’s opinion, and Lydia left for Brighton with 
Mrs Foster. 

Now, Elizabeth prepared herself for a trip which Mr and 
Mrs Gardiner had promised her. She would travel with her 
uncle and aunt for three weeks through a part of England called 
Derbyshire. Elizabeth knew that Darcy’s estate, Pemberley, was 
in that area. 

“Derbyshire is a big area, with many estates,” Elizabeth said 
to herself. “There’s no chance we’l] meet Darcy. I don’t want to 
be in an uncomfortable position.” 

On the first day of their journey, they arrived at a small hotel 
to spend the night. “Tomorrow, we’ll visit Pemberley,” Mrs 
Gardiner said to Elizabeth. “It’s the closest estate to this town. 
I’m sure it will interest you because you know Mr Darcy and Mr 
Wickham, who both grew up there.” 

Elizabeth hadn’t told her aunt and uncle about Darcy’s 
proposal and her refusal. She also hadn’t told them what she 
knew about Wickham. Therefore, she had no logical reason to 
refuse to visit Pemberley. “J only hope that Darcy isn’t there 
right now,” Elizabeth thought, anxiously. 

The next morning, the Gardiners and Elizabeth drove to 
Pemberley in a carriage. Elizabeth looked at Darcy’s elegant 
house, the beautiful gardens and the forest which surrounded 
it. The beauty of everything surprised her. The housekeeper 
quickly opened the door and invited them to come in. “Mr 
Darcy isn’t here now,” she said, “but he’ll return tomorrow with 
Georgiana and some friends. Come, I'l] show you the house.” 

Elizabeth breathed more easily when she heard this. 

“Mr Darcy is the best master anyone could have,” the 
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can’t marry someone that I don’t love. Now, I’ve got another 
surprising thing to tell you. We were very wrong to believe all 
the things Mr Wickham told us.” 

She then explained to Jane what had really happened between 
Wickham and Darcy. Jane was shocked by the story. “Wickham 
acted very badly,” she said sadly. “We thought that he was such 
a good, honest man, and that Darcy wasn’t good. But now we 
know it’s really the opposite.” 

“Yes, Jane,” Elizabeth said quietly. “I had only prejudice 
against Mr Darcy. I never had a good thought about him. But 
now, we have to decide something important. Should we tell our 
family and friends the truth about Wickham?” 

“No. I don’t think it’s necessary,” Jane said. “Wickham’s 
regiment is soon moving from Meryton to Brighton. That’s far 
away. No one in the neighbourhood will see him any more. 
So, there’s really no reason to tell people the truth about him. 
Perhaps he will change one day and become a better person.” 

The next week was very busy at the Bennets’ house. Lydia 
was depressed that the army officers were moving away. She 
loved to flirt with them. Mrs Bennet wanted to keep Lydia happy 
and she tried to convince Mr Bennet to take the family for a 
holiday to Brighton. He didn’t agree to this and they continued 
to complain and make the atmosphere unpleasant. 

Then, one day, Lydia came home with a happy face. “Mrs 
Foster, the wife of one of the officers, has invited me to go to 
Brighton with her. She’s my friend. It’s going to be wonderful! 
Can I go?” 

Elizabeth was worried about this invitation, and she went 
‘to speak to her father about it. “Lydia is only 16,” she said. 
“She isn’t very intelligent and she often acts stupidly, without 
thinking. She flirts with all the officers and any man who looks 
at her. I’m afraid she’ ll get into trouble and something bad will 
happen. Pleasé don’t allow her to go to Brighton!” 

“You and Jane are very serious and respectable,” Mr Bennet 
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said. “Your younger sisters are not like you, but for some reason 
your mother supports their behaviour. If I don’t allow Lydia to 
go, she and your mother will not give me any peace. | want peace 
and quiet in the house, so I’m allowing her to go.” 

Elizabeth was not happy with this response but she couldn’t 
change her father’s opinion, and Lydia left for Brighton with 
Mrs Foster. 

Now, Elizabeth prepared herself for a trip which Mr and 
Mrs Gardiner had promised her. She would travel with her 
uncle and aunt for three weeks through a part of England called 
Derbyshire. Elizabeth knew that Darcy’s estate, Pemberley, was 
in that area. 

“Derbyshire is a big area, with many estates,” Elizabeth said 
to herself. “There’s no chance we’ll meet Darcy. I don’t want to 
be in an uncomfortable position.” 

On the first day of their journey, they arrived at a small hotel 
to spend the night. “Tomorrow, we'll visit Pemberley,” Mrs 
Gardiner said to Elizabeth. “It’s the closest estate to this town. 
I’m sure it will interest you because you know Mr Darcy and Mr 
Wickham, who both grew up there.” 

Elizabeth hadn’t told her aunt and uncle about Darcy’s 
proposal and her refusal. She also hadn’t told them what she 
knew about Wickham. Therefore, she had no logical reason to 
refuse to visit Pemberley. “I only hope that Darcy isn’t there 
right now,” Elizabeth thought, anxiously. 

The next morning, the Gardiners and Elizabeth drove to 
Pemberley in a carriage. Elizabeth looked at Darcy’s elegant 
house, the beautiful gardens and the forest which surrounded 
it. The beauty of everything surprised her. The housekeeper 
quickly opened the door and invited them to come in. “Mr 
Darcy isn’t here now,” she said, “but he’ ll return tomorrow with 
Georgiana and some friends. Come, I’Il show you the house.” 

Elizabeth breathed more easily when she heard this. 

“Mr Darcy is the best master anyone could have,” the 
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housekeeper said as they walked through all the beautiful rooms. 
“I have known him since he was four years old and I’ve never 
heard a bad word from him. Here, look at this piano. Mr Darcy 
bought it as a surprise for his sister. He does everything he can 
to make her happy.” 


“Mr Darcy bought it as a surprise for his sister.” the housekeeper said. 


Elizabeth's respect for Darcy grew with every word she 
heard from the housekeeper. His character was really much 
better than she had thought. “The woman who accepts Darcy’s 
proposal will be mistress of this beautiful house,” Elizabeth 
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thought to herself. “I don’t regret my decision, but I have got a 
better opinion of him now. I was wrong about him.” 

The Gardiners and Elizabeth finished their tour of the house 
and went out into the garden. And then, the most unexpected 
thing happened — Darcy suddenly appeared. He was walking 
towards the house! 


CHAPTER 9 ANOTHER VISIT TO PEMBERLEY 


7 


“The housekeeper said that Darcy was coming tomorrow 
Elizabeth thought, in a panic. “I haven’t seen him since his 
marriage proposal. He must be very angry with me. He will 
certainly be unpleasant to us now.” 

Just then, her eyes met Darcy’s eyes. His face became red 
and so did hers. But he controlled his embarrassment and said 
hello to them politely. He asked Elizabeth about her family in 
a sincere voice. Elizabeth had never been so uncomfortable in 
her life. “It was a mistake to come here,” she said to herself. 
‘He’ ll think that I wanted to see him. It’s strange that he’s being 
so pleasant to me and to my aunt and uncle. They aren’t people 
who belong to his level of society or have got much money or 
property.” Darcy now accompanied Elizabeth to her carriage. 
On the way, she explained that she had been told that he was 
arriving at Pemberley the next day and that she hadn’t expected 
to see him. 

“My housekeeper was right,” Darcy said. “That was my 
original plan. But then, I decided to come today. Tomorrow, 
Charlies Bingley and his sister are arriving. My sister, Georgiana, 
is coming with them. I would like you to meet her. Will you 
agree to that?” Elizabeth was surprised by Darcy’s request and, 
of course, agreed to meet Georgiana the next day. 

The next morning, Darcy’s sister arrived. Elizabeth had 
expected her to be an arrogant, vain young woman. But she was 
a shy young girl and Elizabeth liked her immediately. 
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A few minutes later, Charles Bingley walked into the room. 
Elizabeth watched him closely to see how he acted towards 
Georgiana. Charles’ sister, Caroline, said in her letter to Jane 
that her brother was interested in Georgiana and wanted to 
marry her. But Elizabeth saw no sign of this. Then Charles 
asked about Jane. “How is she? I haven't seen your sister for a 
long time,” he said, and Elizabeth heard regret in his voice. This 
pleased her and gave her hope that Jane and Charles might still 
have a future together. 

“I haven’t got any bad feelings towards Charles,” Elizabeth 
thought. “Now I know that he left Jane only because he believed 
she didn’t love him. How blind people are!” 

Darcy invited Elizabeth and her aunt and uncle to stay and 
have dinner at Pemberley. The evening passed very pleasantly 
and soon it was time for them to return to their hotel. It was clear 
to the Gardiners that Darcy had special feelings for Elizabeth 
but they were very discreet and didn’t ask her any questions 
about it. They had changed their opinion about Darcy — he was 
not at all arrogant, but a kind, generous man. 

The next day, the Gardiners met some friends in a small 
town near Pemberley. Their friends told them that Darcy had 
a good name and was very respected in the area. But, from 
them, they learned that Wickham had not acted with integrity 
at Pemberley. When he left, he owed money to a lot of people 
and Darcy paid Wickham’s debts for him. This surprised the 
Gardiners. Like most people, they had thought that Wickham 
was a charming man who was only looking for a rich wife 
because he had no money of his own. Now, they understood that 
he was not a good person and they were happy that Elizabeth 
was not involved with him. 

The next morning, Darcy invited Mr Gardiner to go fishing 
with him on his estate. Mrs Gardiner and Elizabeth decided to 
return to Pemberley to visit Georgiana while the men were out. 
But when they entered Pemberley, they found Charles’ sister, 
Caroline, sitting with Georgiana. Caroline wasn’t happy to see 
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Elizabeth and made this very clear during the visit. 

Elizabeth was very confused. She couldn’t decide if she 
wanted to see Darcy or not. Her feelings about him were 
constantly changing. One thing was very clear to her: she was 
certainly not indifferent to him. 

Finally, Darcy walked into the room. From that moment, 
Caroline’s eyes moved from him to Elizabeth all the time. She 
was trying to discover what their relationship was. “Caroline 
is jealous of anyone that Darcy looks at or pays attention to,” 
Elizabeth thought to herself. “She wants Darcy for herself. If she 
knew he had proposed marriage to me, she would be shocked 
and angry.” 

“T’ve heard that the army regiment has left Meryton,” 
Caroline said nastily. “That must be depressing for your family, 
especially your sisters.” She didn’t mention Wickham, but 
everyone in the room knew she was referring to him. 

“Caroline is trying to hurt me,” Elizabeth thought. “She 
knows that I was friendly with Wickham. But she doesn’t know 
that she’s hurting Darcy and Georgiana when she speaks about 
him. She doesn’t know that Wickham tried to marry Georgiana 
and that Darcy detests him for that.” 

Georgiana had become pale and didn’t lift her head after 
Caroline’s words. “She remembers her bad experience with 
Wickham,” Elizabeth thought, with compassion. 

Soon after this, Elizabeth and the Gardiners said goodbye, 
and left for the hotel. As soon as they left the room, Caroline 
began saying unpleasant things about Elizabeth. “I think that 
Elizabeth has become uglier,” Caroline said to Darcy. “What do 
you think?” 

“T think she’s the most beautiful woman I know,” Darcy said, 
angrily. He left the room and Caroline was left alone, thinking 
about the mistake she had just made. 
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CHAPTER 100... TERRIBLE NEws 


When Elizabeth and the Gardiners returned from Pemberley, 
there were two Ictters waiting there from Jane. Elizabeth opened 
the first one. It had been sent five days previously. 


Dear Elizabeth, 

Something terrible has happened. Lydia has run away 
to Scotland with Mr Wickham! They have decided to get 
married and it's easy to do that in Scotland. Wickham 
must really love her. He knows that our family can’t give 
Lydia much money and, still, he has decided to marry her. 
It’s fortunate that we didn’t tell anyone about Wickham’s 
bad behaviour in the past. 
jane 


Elizabeth couldn’t believe it! She opened the second letter 
quickly. It said: 


My dear sister, 


The situation is much worse than we understood at 
first. Wickham and Lydia didn't go to Scotland. Nobody 
knows exactly where they are. There are rumours that 
they went to London. One of Wickham's friends told us 
that Wickham doesn’t intend to marry Lydia and that we 
can’t trust him 


Mother has become ill because of this and doesn’t 
want to leave her room all day. Father is going to London te 
look for Lydia. We think that he shouldn't be alone there. 
He needs Mr Gardiner to help him and to keep him calm. 

I need you, Elizabeth! Please come home immediately. 
jane 
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Elizabeth ran to the hotel entrance. She asked a servant to foxe) 
and call Mr and Mrs Gardiner, who had gone for a walk. At that 
moment, Darcy entered the hotel. He looked at Elizabeth and his 
face became very concerned. “Elizabeth, what happened?” he 
asked in a worried voice. “You look ill.” 


“Elizabeth, what happened?” Darcy asked in a worried voice. 


“T’ve just had some terrible news,” Elizabeth replied. Tears 
were running down her face. “My sister Lydia has run away 
with Wickham and nobody knows where they are. If I had told 
everybody the truth about Wickham after I heard it from you, 
this wouldn’t have happened.” 
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Darcy listened to Elizabeth in silence. At that moment, 
Elizabeth understood everything very clearly. “My feelings for 
Darcy have changed completely. I could certainly love him,” 
she thought to herself, sadly. “But, now Lydia has dishonoured 
the family. He wouldn’t want to marry me any more. He has too 
much pride for that.” 

Elizabeth told Darcy that she was leaving immediately 
and went to her room to prepare for the journey. Mr and Mrs 
Gardiner soon arrived and she explained the situation to them. 
Within an hour, the three of them were in a carriage on their way 
to the Bennets’ house and they spoke about the situation. 

“Elizabeth, perhaps it’s not as bad as you think,” Mr Gardiner 
said. “Wickham knows that he’ll destroy his reputation and his 
career in the army if he doesn’t marry Lydia. They can’t just live 
together.” 

“But Wickham will never marry a woman who hasn’t got any 
money,” Elizabeth said with certainty. “Lydia is a young, stupid 
girl who only wants to have a good time. She doesn’t think about 
her future or her reputation. Wickham has no honour or integrity. 
Jane and I knew this but we didn’t warn Lydia to stay away from 
him. I'll always be sorry that we didn’t do that.” 

The carriage finally arrived and Jane was happy that they 
had returned so quickly. “Father is still in London, but he has no 
news to report,” she explained. “Mother is afraid that if he finds 
Wickham, there will be a fight and terrible things will happen.” 

“T’ll go to London immediately,” said Mr Gardiner. “Your 
father can stay with me in my house and we’ll look for Lydia 
and Wickham together.” 

The days passed slowly and everyone was anxious. They 
all waited for news. Some neighbours came to visit and said 
that Wickham owed money to many people in Meryton. Then, 
a letter arrived from an officer in Wickham’s regiment. He said 
that Wickham had also left debts in Brighton. Now, everyone 
knew what sort of person Wickham really was, and that they 
could expect only bad behaviour from him. 
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Two days later, Mr Bennet returned home. “I’m sorry, 
Elizabeth,” he said to his daughter. “You tried to persuade me 
not to let Lydia go to Brighton alone. Why didn’t I listen to you? 
] made a mistake.” 

The next day, a letter arrived from Mr Gardiner, who had 
continued to look for Lydia and Wickham in London. He 
wrote: 


My dear family, 


| have finally found Lydia and Wickham! They are 
living together although they are not married. But 
Wickham is willing to marry her on one condition: You 
must agree to give him a certain amount of money 
immediately and another sum of money every month. To 
my surprise, the amount of money he requests is not too 
much. I'm sure you can give him what he wants. 


| have already agreed that Lydia can get married in 
our house. /m sure that you will approve of my decision. 


Mr Gardiner 

“Of course I agree,” Mr Bennet said to Elizabeth and Jane 
after he had read the letter, “but I’m positive that Wickham wants 
much more money than Mr Gardiner writes. He owes money 
to many people. I suspect Mr Gardiner is also giving Wickham 
money, too. Your uncle is a good man and he wants to help us. 
He doesn’t want me to feel bad that I can’t pay more.” 

“J know Wickham, and I agree with you about the money,” 
Elizabeth said. 

“Let’s hope that Lydia and Wickham will be happy after 
they are married, and we’ll all forget that there were so many 
problems in the beginning,” said Jane. As always, she tried to 
find something good in every situation. 
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CHAPTER 11... THE Trutu Asoct Darcy 


Mr Bennet wrote to Mr Gardiner that he agreed to all 
of Wickham’s conditions. It was now certain that Lydia and 
Wickham would soon be married in London. Jane and Elizabeth 
went to tell their mother the news. Mrs Bennet was delighted! 
She didn’t care that they had to pay Wickham to marry her 
daughter. She forgot that Lydia and Wickham had lived together 
before marriage and that this was a dishonour for the Family. 

“Finally, one of my daughters is getting married,” she 
exclaimed, happily. “My objective in life is to see alf of you 
marmied, This is a wonderful heginning.” 

Then a letter arrived from Mr Gardiner. In tt. he explained 
that Wickham would not go back to his old regiment. Someone 
had offered him a different army job. He and Lydia wouid live 
in the north, far from the Bennets’ house. On their way to their 
new home, the young couple wanted to visit Lydia’s family. At 
first, Mr Bennet didn’t agree. “Wickham and Lydia behaved very 
badly and [ don’t want to see them,” he said, angrily. But Mrs 
Bennet hegged him to let them visit. Jane and Elizabeth were 
sorry for Lydia and finally convinced their father to agree to the 
visit. 

“Lydia must feel horrible.” Jane said to Elizabeth, when they 
were alone. “She has caused so much trouble for herself, and for 
the family.” 

“[ don’t understand why Wickham wants to come,” Elizabeth 
said. “Isn’t he embarrassed to see the family after his terrible 
behaviour? How can he demand money to marry Lydia?” 

But, when the young couple arrived, it was clear that Lydia 
didn’t feel bad about her situation at all. She was as noisy and 
wild as always. She talked all the time and didn’t notice that her 
father and her two older sisters were very quiet. Wickham was, 
as usual, charming and also acted as if nothing had happened. 

The next morning, Lydia sat with Elizabeth. “T haven’t told 
you about my wedding yet,” she said. “You weren’t in the room 
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Lydia was us noisy and wild as always. 
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when I told the rest of the family. It was a wonderful wedding. 
Our uncle and aunt, the Gardiners, came to church with me. And 
Mr Darcy was so helpful and kind.” 

“Mr Darcy?” exclaimed Elizabeth, with astonishment. 

“Oh, he came to the church with Wickham,” said Lydia. 
Then she put her hand over her mouth. “I forgot! I promised not 
to say anything about Mr Darcy.” 

Elizabeth controlled her feelings and said, “If it’s a secret, I 
won't ask you anything more.” But when Lydia went out of the 
room, Elizabeth immediately wrote a letter to Mrs Gardiner. 


My dear aunt, 


Please explain something to me. Why was Mr Darey 
at Lydia's wedding? He's not part of our family, and he 
does not ike Wickham. 9 don’t understand his actions. 


Ebigabeth 


Mrs Gardiner’s answer arrived a day later. Elizabeth read it 
with great interest. 


My dean niete, 


I'm very Surprised that YOU need au explanation! We 
promised Dancy uot to reveal anything, but T was certain 
that you knew what he had done. Mn Dancy came to London 
immediately after he Reard about Lydia and Wickham jkom you, 
He was te one who found them. Ne fiast spoke to Lydia aud 
tried to Convince Ret to Leave WickRam and return to her amily, 
She didu't agnee to this. She said that she loved Wickham aud 
would stay with Rim even iy he didn’t mary Ren. 

Dancy spoke to Wwickkam and tRey decided togetRer ow muck 
money WickRam would receive to many Lydia. 


Dancy then came to Mn Gardiner to tell Rim the conditions. 


PALI Adeduvonrtanyanfanenatsstattnttetdt-d sfandvah ve nt 


a te) 


THE TRUTH ABouT Darcy 


Mn Gardiner wauted to pay some of the money but Dancy 
insisted that Re would take care of everything. Ne would pay 
all of WiceRam's debts and also a large amount every year. 
He would also pind Rim @ new position in the army. Ne agreed 
that Mx Gandinea would tell your father to pay a small sum so 
that Re would suspect nothing. 


Daney said that ke was doing everything because Re felt 
responsible that people didu't know WickRam's true character 
And that, because of this, he Rad been accepted in society, and 
had met Lydia. 


Mn Gandinen and I thine Re Ras got another intenest in 
the matter. That's why I was ceatain that you alneady knew 
everything. 

Let me add that we admine Mx Darey very muck. We Rope 
you'bl invite us to Pemberbey when you're mistress tRene! 


Youn Loving Quut 


The letter shocked Elizabeth. Darcy had done difficult things 
to find a solution to the problem. Had he done them for her? She 
now felt honoured that such a man had wanted to marry her. But 
she had rejected him. How stupid she had been! What would 
happen now? 

Soon, Lydia and Wickham departed for the north and 
the Bennets’ house was quiet again. Then, a few days later, 
astonishing news reached the family. Charles Bingley was 
returning to Netherfield Park! 

Jane felt confused. She said to Elizabeth, “I don’t know how 
to react to this news. I think I’m indifferent to Charles Bingley. I 
don’t feel pain or happiness when J think about him now. I hope 
I won't see him often and I hope that Mother won’t talk about 
him all the time.” 

But, three days later, Mr Bingley arrived at the Bennets’ 
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house and Mr Darcy came with him. Now, Elizabeth was 
confused too! Mrs Bennet received Mr Bingley warmly but 
she was not friendly to Mr Darcy. She didn’t know what Darcy 
had done for the family. She thought he was still the arrogant 
man who had insulted Elizabeth when they first met and who 
had treated Wickham badly. Elizabeth was embarrassed by her 
mother’s behaviour but she couldn’t do anything about it. It was 
impossible to explain the truth to her mother. 

Jane and Bingley only spoke a few words to each other in the 
beginning. But soon, their eyes were shining and it was clear to 
everyone that the love between them had not disappeared. 


CHAPTER 12. Ms Benner Is DELIGHTED 


Jane and Charles Bingley were clearly delighted to see each 
other and spoke together for a long time. But to Elizabeth’s 
surprise, Darcy didn’t speak to her at all. 

“Why is he so cold and indifferent towards me?” Elizabeth 
thought, sadly. “He has done so much for my family and 1 want 
to tell him that | am grateful to him. My father and mother don’t 
know the truth and they aren’t behaving well towards him. My 
aunt and uncle were certain that he did it all to please me. Maybe 
in my heart, | hoped that he cou/d still love me. But it’s clear that 
it isn’t so. I rejected him stupidly and now he dislikes me. That’s 
why he doesn’t come near me.” 

The next day, Charles Bingley came to visit alone. “Darcy 
has gone to London for a few days,” he told the family. 

Elizabeth was disappointed. “I want to see Darcy,” she said 
to herself. “But, perhaps, it’s better that he’s not here. Now he 
can’t interfere between Jane and Charles if he still thinks she’s 
not suitable for him.” 

That evening, Charles Bingley asked Jane to marry him and 
she accepted immediately. The whole family was happy. Mrs 
Bennet was delighted because her dreams of another married 
daughter were coming true. Even Mr Bennet had only good things 
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That evening, Charles Bingley asked Jane to marry him. 


to say to the couple and Kitty and Mary were already planning 
how they would enjoy going to Netherfield Park. Jane’s face was 
even more beautiful than usual. “I’m the happiest person in the 
world,” she said over and over. And to Elizabeth she whispered, 
“T only hope you will also be so happy one day.” 

Mrs Bennet went to tell all the neighbours the good news. 
After Lydia’s bad behaviour, everyone had thought, “The 
poor Bennets! What a misfortune has happened to them.” 
Now everyone thought. “The fucky Bennets, their daughter is 
marrying a rich and wonderful man.” 

A week after Jane’s engagement to Charles, a very unexpected 
visitor arrived at the Bennets’ house. Elizabeth was sitting in the 
main room reading a book, when an elegant Carrlage arrived at 
the house. After a moment, a servant came in and behind her 
was Lady Catherine de Bourgh, Darcy’s aunt. The old lady had 
an unpleasant look on her face and sat down without saying a 
word to Elizabeth. 

Then, after a few minutes, she turned to Elizabeth. “I have 
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something to tell you,” she said in an aggressive voice. “I’m 
certain you know why I’ve come to see you.” 

“No, I don’t know,” said Elizabeth, in surprise. “I thought 
you were bringing me news of Mr and Mrs Collins.” 

“[’ ve heard some alarming news about you,” Lady Catherine 
said angrily. “It seems you intend to marry my nephew, Mr 
Darcy. 1 don’t believe it’s true. I’m telling you now that | will 
never agree to such a thing!” 

“If you don’t believe this story then why have you come?” 
Elizabeth asked in an angry voice. 

“IT want to hear the truth from you now, young lady,” Lady 
Catherine said with a menacing voice. “Are you, or are you not, 
engaged to Mr Darcy?” 

“No, I’m not,” Elizabeth answered, sadly. To herself she 
added, “And it’s all my fault that I’m not. I’m sad that I can’t 
give a different answer to this horrible woman.” 

“I won’t leave here until you promise me that you will 
never become engaged to him,” Lady Catherine said in a hostile 
voice. 

“No, Lady Catherine! I will never promise that!” Elizabeth 
said strongly. “Pll do whatever I can to be happy in my life and 
you can’t tell me what to do.” 

“I won't allow my nephew to marry you!” Lady Catherine 
shouted. “He must marry my daughter. It was decided when 
they were small children that they would marry each other. They 
belong together. They come from the same noble family and they 
both have large fortunes. You have nothing to offer him. You 
have no money, no connections and your family’s behaviour is 
terrible. If Darcy dares marry you, his family will not see him 
any more.” 

“Yt don’t know how your nephew will react to your 
interference,” Elizabeth said angrily, “but I’ve had enough of it. 
You have insulted my family and me. Please leave now!” 

Lady Catherine finally got into her carriage and left. 
Elizabeth felt very upset and sad. “I hope that Darcy still loves 
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me,” she thought to herself, “but even if he does, he won’t do 
anything to turn his entire family against him. I have to forget 
about him. He won’t return to Netherfield Park and I will never 
see him again.” 

But, to Elizabeth’s astonishment, Darcy arrived at her house 
a few days later. He asked Elizabeth to walk in the garden with 
him. Elizabeth accepted immediately. Finally, she could tell him 
the things she’d wanted to say for a long time. “Thank you so 
much for helping Lydia and my whole family,” Elizabeth said. 
“I forced my aunt to tell me the truth about it, even though you 
wanted to keep it a secret.” 

“T did it all for you,’ Darcy said and his voice was full of 
emotion. “Please tell me the truth now. Are your feelings towards 
me the same as when you rejected my proposal last time? My 
feelings towards you haven’t changed at all!” 


“My feelings towards you haven't changed at all!” Darcy said. 
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At first, Elizabeth couldn’t speak. But, finally, she managed 
to tell him that her feelings had changed completely and that she 
loved him and wanted to marry him. 

“T had lost hope that you could love me,” Darcy said, and 
his face shone with happiness. “But then, Lady Catherine told 
me about your hostile reaction to her ultimatum. From that, I 
understood that your feelings for me had changed and that gave 
me the courage to speak to you again. I want to marry you and 
I don’t care what my family thinks about it. Their prejudice 
against you is unjustified.” 

Elizabeth and Darcy walked and talked together for a long 
time. Darcy apologised for insulting Elizabeth when they first 
met. Elizabeth apologised for judging him to be a bad person 
when she didn’t know the whole truth. They finally went into 
the house to announce to Mr and Mrs Bennet and the girls that 
they were engaged! 

At first, there was only surprise on everyone’s face. Elizabeth 
had told no one, not even Jane, that her feelings for Darcy had 
changed from dislike to love. But, when it became clear how 
happy Elizabeth and Darcy were, everyone in the family became 
happy too. Mrs Bennet could not believe her good luck ... Three 
daughters engaged in one month! 

The two weddings took place very soon. Elizabeth and Darcy 
went to live at Pemberley. Darcy’s sister, Georgiana, lived with 
them and she and Elizabeth soon became good friends. 

Jane and Charles Bingley bought an estate very near 
Pemberley and the two sisters, who were such good friends, saw 
each other every day. The four of them got on very well, with 
Charles and Darcy being best friends as well as brothers-in-law. 
The Bennet family also visited them often. Even Lydia was 
invited to visit her sisters, but without Wickham! 

Kitty and Mary still needed to marry. But, with three married 
daughters, two of them very rich, Mrs Bennet had nothing to 
complain about any more. Life was very good for the Bennet 
family now. 
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Questions on the Text 


Chapter 1 


h, 


Why is there a lot of excitement in the Bennct house on 
this specific day? 


2. Who is Charles Bingley and why is he especially important 
to Mrs Bennet? 

3. Where did the Bennet women finally meet Charles 
Bingley? 

4. How did Mr Bingley act? How did Darcy act? 

Chapter 2 

1. Describe the differences in character between Elizabeth and 
Jane. : 

2, Why did Mrs Bennet refuse to let Jane use the carriage to 
go to Netherfield Park? What was the result of this? 

3. Why did Elizabeth decide to go to Netherfield Park and 
why did she stay there? 

4. How did Darcy’s feelings about Elizabeth change during 
the visit? How do we know that Caroline was jealous? 

Chapter 3 

|. Who is Mr Collins and why will he inherit everything the 
Bennets own after Mr Bennet’s death? 

2. Why has Mr Collins come to see the Bennets? 

3. Who is Lady Catherine de Bourgh? 

4. Why do you think Elizabeth refused Mr Collins’ proposal? 

5. Did Mr and Mrs Bennet have the same opinion about 


Elizabeth’s decision not to marry Mr Collins? Describe 
their reactions. 
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Chapter 4 


1. Why did Charlotte agree to marry Mr Collins? 

2. How did the Bennet girls meet Mr Wickham? What 
impression did he make on them? 

3. How did Darcy and Wickham react when they saw each 
other? 

4. What explanation did Wickham give to Elizabeth about his 
reaction to Darcy? 


Chapter 5 


1, Elizabeth suspects that somebody is responsible for 
Charles’ rejection of Jane. Who is that person? 

2. Who invited Jane to go to London and why? 

3. How did Jane finally see that Caroline was not her good 
friend? 

4. Mrs Gardiner tells Elizabeth that she is worried about her 
friendship with Wickham. What did Elizabeth answer her? 


Chapter 6 


1. Why did Elizabeth agree to visit Charlotte? 

2. What was Elizabeth’s impression of Miss de Bourgh? Why 
did she wish Darcy to marry her? 

3. What was Elizabeth’s opinion of Lady Catherine? 

4. How does Elizabeth find out that it was Darcy who 
convinced Charles not to marry Jane? What is her reaction? 

5. What two reasons does Elizabeth give Darcy for refusing 
his offer of marriage? 
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Chapter 7 


I. 


Why was Elizabeth surprised that Darcy wanted to marry 
her? 


2. Why did Darcy write the letter to Elizabeth? 

3. How did Darcy explain the fact that he hadn’t wanted 
Charles to marry Jane? 

4. Why did Darcy hate Wickham? 

5. What was Elizabeth's reaction to Darcy’s letter? 

Chapter 8 

1. Elizabeth decided not to tell Jane the real reason for 
Charles Bingley’s behaviour. Why? 

2. How did Jane fecl after hearing the true story of Wickham’s 
behaviour? 

3. Why did the sisters decide not to tell anyone the truth about 
Wickham? 

4. Why was Elizabeth worried about Lydia’s going to 
Brighton alone? 

>. Why did Elizabeth’s feelings towards Darcy change when 
she visited Pemberly? 

Chapter 9 

1, Elizabeth was surprised when she met Darcy’s sister, 
Georgiana. Why? 

2. What did the Gardiners learn about Wickham from their 
friends? How did this change their opinion of him? 

3. Why did Caroline behave so nastily to Elizabeth? 

4. What did Caroline say after Elizabeth and the Gardiners 


left the hotel, and what effect did this have on Darcy? 
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Chapter 10 


1. What does Elizabeth learn from Jane’s first letter? 

2. Why does Elizabeth feel that she is responsible for what 
happened? 

3. Why does Mr Bennet apologise to Elizabeth when he 
returns from London? 

4. Wickham is willing to marry Lydia on one condition. What 
is it? 


Chapter 11 


1, What does Mrs Bennet think about Lydia’s marriage? Do 
you think that would be the typical opinion of any 19th 
century mother? Why? 

2. How do we know that Lydia does not feel “horrible” about 
all the trouble she caused? 

3. List three ways Darcy helped the Bennet family. 

4, According to Mrs Gardiner, what was the real reason for 
Darcy’s helpfulness? 

5. Mrs Bennet is delighted to see Bingley but she is rude to 
Darcy. Why does she treat both men so differently? 


Chapter 12 


1. How does Jane’s engagement to Bingley improve the 
family’s status in the neighbourhood? 

2. Why does Lady Catherine come to visit Elizabeth? 

3. Why doesn’t Lady Catherine approve of Elizabeth’s 
family? 

4. After Lady Catherine’s visit, Elizabeth and Darcy get 
together. Why? Explain the way Elizabeth and Darcy 
reacted to this visit. 

5. Why is everyone surprised when Elizabeth and Darcy 
decide to marry? 
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English 


a while 


apologised for 


argue 
astonished 
available 
blind 
cared for 
carriage 
chance 


charming 
closest 


compliments 
dares 

debts 
demand 
didn’t blame 


didn’t lift 
embarrassment 


engaged 


envelope 


estate 


GLOSSARY 


Castellano 


un rato 


pidi6 perd6én por 


discutir 
asombrada 
disponible 

clega 

sentia carino por 
carruaje 
oportunidad 


encantador 


mas cercano; mas 
intimo 

cumplidos 

se atreve a 

deudas 

exigir, pedir 


no culpé a 


no levanté 
verguienza 


comprometida 


sobre 


finca, propiedad 
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Catala 


una estona 


va demanar perd6 
per 


discutir 

sorpresa 
disponible 

cega 

sentia afecte per 
carruatge 
oportunitat 


encantador 


més proper; més 

intim 
compliments 
s’atrevelx a 
deutes 


exigir, demanar 


no va donar la culpa a 


no Va aixecar 
vergonya 


promesa 


sobre 


finca, propietat 


GLOSSARY 


Engtish 


a while 


apologised for 


argue 
astonished 
available 
blind 
cared for 
carriage 
chance 


charming 
closest 


compliments 
dares 

debts 
demand 
didn’t blame 


didn’t lift 
embarrassment 


engaged 


envelope 


estate 


Euskara 


tarte bat 


-gatik barkamena 
eskatu 


eztabaidatu 
harrituta 
eskuragairi 


itsu 


Galego 


un pouco, anaco 


pediu perd6n por 


discutir, rifur 
abraiada 
disponibel 


cega 


maite zuela (norbait) sentia agarimo por 


zalgurdi 
aukera 


xarmagarri 


gertukoen; minen 


laudorioak 
t(z)en ausartu 
zorrak 

exijitu, eskatu 


-j ez zion errurik 
leporatu 


ez zuen jaso 
Jotsa, lotsakizun 


(ezkontzeko) hitz 
emanda 


gutunazal 


lursail 
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carruaxe 

oportunidade 

encantador, 
engaiolante 

mais pr6éximo; mais 
intimo 


cumprimentos 
se atreve a 
débedas 
esixir, pedir 


non culpou a 


non ergueu 
vergonza, vergofia 


comprometida 


sobre 


eido, propiedade 


English 


excitement 
expense 
fault 
flirting 
formidable 


God bless you 


grateful 
grew up 
he’ lI inherit 


housekeeper 

join 

judging 

let’s not share 
looked forward to 


managed 


menacing 
mistress 
mud 


nastily 


GLOSSARY 


Castellano 


alboroto; emocién 
gastos 

culpa 
coqueteando 


que imponfa 
Dios te bendiga 


agradecidas 
crecieron 


heredara 
ama de llaves 
alistarme en 


juzgar 
no compartamos 


esperaban con 
impaciencia 

administr6; se las 
arregld 


amenazante 
senora, duefia 
barro 


con maldad 
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Catala 


enrenou: €mocid 
despeses 

culpa 

flirtejant 


que imposava 
Déu et beneeixi 
agraides 

van créixer 
heretara 
majordoma 
allistar-me en 
Jutjar 


no compartim 


esperaven amb 
impaciéncia 


va administrar: se les 


va enginyar 
amenacadora 
senyora, mestressa 
fang 


amb maldat 


English 


excitement 
expense 
fault 
flirting 


formidable 
God bless you 


grateful 
grew up 
he’ll inherit 


housekeeper 

join 

judging 

let’s not share 
looked forward to 


managed 


menacing 
mistress 
mud 


nastily 


GLOSSARY 


Euskara 


zalaparta; zirrara 
gastuak 

erru 

flirteatzen 


errespetua jartzen 
zuena 


Jainkoak bedeinka 
zaitzala 


esker onekoak 

hazi ziren 

oinordetzan 
hartuko du 


etxezain, 
etxekoandre 


-n sartu, -en kide 
bihurtu 


epaitu 
ez dezagun bana 


zain-zain zeuden 
moldatu zuen 


mehatxuzko 
etxekoandre 
lohi 


gaiztakeriaz 
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Galego 


algarada; emocion 
gastos 

culpa 

a coquetear 


que impufia 
Deus te bendiga 


agradecidas 
medraron 


herdara 
ama de chaves 
alistarme en 


xulgar 
non compartamos 


agardaban con 
impaciencia 

administrou; 
amanouse 


ameazante 
senora, dona 
lama, barro 


con maldade 


GLOSSARY 


English 


over and over 
owed 

pain 

persuaded 
pleasant 
pretended 
rented 

revenge himself 


rude 


sensible 

sickly 

stationed 
struggled against 
suitable 

support 
surrounded 

trust 


upset 


vain 
was involved 
was jealous of 


wasn’t in good 
spirits 


Castellano 


una y otra vez 
debia 

pena 
convencieron a 
simpatico 
fingid 
alquilada 
vengarse 


maleducado, 
grosero 


sensata 
enfermiza 
destinado 


luchado contra 


Catala 


una i altra vegada 
devia 

pena 

van convéncer 
simpatic 

va fingir 

llogada 

venjar-se 


mal educat, groller 


sensata 
malaltissa 
destinat 


lluitat contra 


adecuada, apropiada adequada, apropiada 


mantener; tolera 
rodeaban 
confiar en 


alterada; disgustado 


vanidosa 
tuviera una relacién 
tenia celos de 


no tenia la moral 
alta 
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mantenir; tolera 
envoltaven 
confiar en 


esverada; disgustat 


vanitosa 
tingués una relacié 


tenia gelosia de 


no tenia la moral alta 


English 


over and over 
owed 

pain 

persuaded 
pleasant 
pretended 
rented 

revenge himseif 


rude 


sensible 

sickly 

stationed 
struggled against 
suitable 

support 
surrounded 

trust 


upset 


vain 
was involved 
was jealous of 


wasn’t in good 
Spirits 


GLOSSARY 


Euskara 


behin eta berriz 
zor zuen 

pena 

konbentzitu zuten 
sinpatiko, atsegin 
plantak egin zituen 
alokatuta 

mendeku hartu 


lotsagabe 


zentzudun 

gaixoti 

bidalita 

-en kontra borrokatu 
egoki 

sostengatu: onartu 
inguratzen zuten 

-z fidatu 


bere onetik irtenda; 
haserre 


harro 
harremana zuelako 
-en bekaizti zen 


adorerik gabe 
zegoen 
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Galego 


unha e outra vez 
debia 

magoa, pena 
convenceron a 
simpatico 

finxiu 

alugada 
vingarse 


maleducado, 
eroseiro 


asisada 

enfermiza, feble 
destinado 

loitado contra 
axeitada, acaida 
manter; toleia. atura 
rodeaban 

confiar en 


alterada; enfastiado 


vaidosa 
tivese unha relaci6n 
tifia ciimes de 


non tifia a moral alta 


English 
will 
willing to 


won’t bother 


GLOSSARY 


Castellano 


testamento 
dispuesto a 


no molestaré 
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Catala 
testament 
disposat a 


no molestaré 


English 
will 
willing to 


won’t bother 


GLOSSARY 


Euskara 


testamentu 
t(z)eko prest 


ez zaitut 
molestatuko 
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Galego 


testamento 
disposto a 


non molestarei 


Elizabeth Bennet and her sister Jane are 
young, beautiful and intelligent. When wealthy 
bachelor Charles Bingley arrives in the 
neighbourhood, he and Jane are immediately 
attracted to each other. His Friend, Mr Darcy, 
handsome, wealthy but arrogant, is impressed 


by Elizabeth but she does not return his 


Feelings, at least at first. But the Bennet girls 


are poor - a huge disadvantage in the social 


scene of the time. Can love triumph in the end? 
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